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A Reſolution to a : Qeſio about the} 


Timeof Chriſts Nativity; Evi- 
dencing by Scripture, 


That Jesus CHarn $T was not Born 
in December. 
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SOUDNSS RESPIR DGSSYH 
A Reſolution tothe Right Honourable, 


the Lord Carewe's queſtion, touching the true 
time of the Conceprioz and Birth both of Joby 
Baptiff, and allo of our SAVIOUR, 


Sect. I. The Preface 


rE2E Re lobt Honourable, Secing we all avi © 
- Wy D in the (7 I bſtance , and differ on If 
Ne: 7 three months in the cir cumſtance of 
(IE PE time, (premiſing that o* Tullies, 
[cen ut onlgus,ſentiendunt tamen ut ſapien- 
tes, ) for that Tam carefull that the leaſt {chiſme 
ſhould be madein Chriſts Tyxica,which 1s ſeam- 
lefle and v7ca : I have ſent your Honour this 
reſolution, not out of Beroaldys, Bucholcerns, 
_ and Bronohten, but out of the ſacred Scriptures, 
which we are commanded to learch, efpectally 
'n arfhcult points. 


Se TT. The traeT ime of Chriſts tivity Eviaeaced. 


Bs Conception of 7ohz Baptiſt was in the month of 7xre as 
the Hebrews reckon their months ; therefore Chrilts con- 
ception muſt needs de in the ſixth month following 74zc, which 
's December,where we ignorantly make his Birth, 

1.The Conſequent of the 924jo7 1s proved, for that 7ohz B aptiſ# 


was {1x months elder then Chriſt, as appears Lzke 1,36. And be- 


wold thy conſen El 1zabeth ſhe hath :1ſo conceived a ſon in her oldage, 
A 2 | and 


<4 SO 


aud this it her fixthmonth which was called barren, Now compare 
the 26. 4. withthe precedent 36. v. and it will appear that this 
fixth month of ohns age in his mothers womb, was the ſame 
ſixth month in which the Angel Gabriel was ſent to the Virgin 
Adary, and in which ſhe conceived Chriſt, as the words ſhew, , 
26. eAnd in the ſixth month, (viz. in which fohn was fix months 
old the Angel Gabriel was ſent from God to a City of Galile ng 
med Nazareth to the Virgin Mary, cc. And v.31. bis meſlage 
is declared to be this; Foz lo thou ſhalt conceive in thy Womb, and 
beare a ſonne, and ſhalt call his name eſis. The Virgin then con. 
ceived leſs in the ſame fixth month of 1ohns age, 7ohn was then 
fix months old at Chriſts conception; Therefore: Chriſt was con. 
ſequently conceived in December after, and not borne then as the 
calculation is | 070#ndlefſely ] made. 
2.Secondly, Now that Fohxs conception wasin Tune(8not his 
birth as we make it) is proved by the courſe of «44b:a, being the 
eighth.cou:ſe of the 24 courſes of the Prieſts as is proved 1 Chrs. 
24. 10, The ſeventh lot fell to Hakz0z,the etghth to. Abbia.Now 
Zacharias the father of Tohn Baptiſt was of this eighth courſe or 
lot ofe4bbia, Luke 1.5, In the time of Herod King of Judea 
there was a certaine Prieſt named Zacharias of the courſe of Abbia 
and his wife Was of the dan ghters of Aaron,and her name was Eliza 
beth, and they had nochild,v. 6. aud verſ. 13, The Angell Gabriel 
verſ.19, told him;Thy Wife Elizabeth ball beare thee a ſonne, and 
thou foalt call his name Tohn, And v.23.e And when the dayes of his 
Office was fulfilled, he departed to his own houſe. And v. 24, And 
after thoſe dayesh14 wife Elizabeth conceived, after the end of his 
Eighth courſe inthe beginning of 1,1y, after our accompt; for 
their [ze containes part of our Iuly. And ſhe hid her ſelfe fue 
mnneths, ſaying. Andv.2f} 1n the fixth monerh after Elizaberhs 
conception the Angel was ſent to 4Zary totell her of her con- 
ception of Chriſt, Now for as much as the Jewes did begin to 
reckon their years from the month of N;/a- or Ab:b,part of our 
March and April, which was the firſt of the months of the (a- 
cred ycarfince their going out of e/£gypr, as appears, Exoa.12.% 
This month ſhall be unto you the beginning of months, it ſhall be un- 
?0 you the firft month of the year, Now chapt.13, 4+ Moſes t6ls 
yoa what month he means Tby 7415 month) T his day came ye or 
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in the month of Abib, the month corne began to eare, contatning' 
part of our arch and partof our April, Now begin thou 
thy reckoning from Abb or March, giving and allowing to e- 
very lot or courſe of the 24 courſes of the Prieſts one Fortnight, 
(for there were 24 courſes of Prieſts and but 12 months, there- 
fore every Prieſt muſt needs ſerve a fortnight for his courſe for 
24 fortnights makes 12 months;) And fo the eighth fortnight 
or courſe ſhall fall ro Abb;a, of which Zachary was, which was 
in /zze,after the Hebrews accompr. 

For two courſes in 47arch,and two courſes more 1n Apri/ fol- 
flowing make foure courſes,two more in May make (ix, and two. 
more in ?4emake eight. The eighth 4bbia's courſe, of which 
Zacharias was, I conclude then ohns Conception to be in 7axe, 
where we make his Birth, which in truth was in {arch follow- 

| ing, And ſo conſequently Chriſts Conception was 1n Decem- 
ber, ſix moneths after Johns Conception, in which December 
we make Chriſts Birth, which Birth of Chriſt was in truth in 
September following in the Feaſt of Tabernacles, beginning at 
the 15. of Seprem. and laſting 8, days, till the end of the 22, day, 
in which feaſt time of 8. dayes Chriſt pitched in the T abernacle 
of his fleſh among ſts, as appears, Fohn 1.14. And the word was 
made fleſh , | »% ionnvo'rw <o nwv] and pitched his Taber- 
nacle amongſt us, He became a Scanite. Thus behold the ſweer 
Harmony between the Type and the thing typified, for Chriſt 
came not to break the Law, but to fulfill it. 

And thus deſiring your Honour to vindicate my credit from. 
the unjuſt impuration that ſome, peradyenture leeing this, may 
lay upon me as a Brocher of Novelties, in that I endeavour to 
wade further in the Originals, and paralleling of Scriptures then. 
the vulgar do, having written this to ſatisfie your Honours re- 


quelt only, Ireft now andever. 


Torr Hononrs obliged in all 
Daty and Service,. 


R. Ss. 


SeEt.. 


| £0 
SeA. III. Of the Occaſion of this error, the mualidity where: © © 
' of 1s manifeſted. 

NAint Chryſoſtome, miſtaking the ſtory of Zachary Johns fa- 
i_Jther; was the occaſion of this error in circumſtance of time. 
For he ſuppoſed that 7.1-h-+y miniſtred in the Prieſts office 
in the ſeventh moneth, winch is September, and fourteenth 
courſe of the Prielts, and not in the fourth moneth 7une, and 
ejohth courſe, which 15 the truth; thus we following his cal- 
culation, Chriſts Conception was in arch, and his birth in De- 
cember,as we commonly reckon. Now that which deceived the 
golden month'd father,(though all is not gold that gliſters) was 
this. {bry/oſteme ſuppoſed, (as Arias Montanu the Popilh Spa- 
niard doth,) that Zachary was the High Prieſt,and therefore the 
courſe of his miniſtry muſt needs be on the 10 of Septemr, the 
ſeventh monerh, becauſe on that day, only called (ow Haccip- 

DI 2 prrim ) the aay of expiation of Hanes _ reconclultation, the 
High-Prieſt muſt go into the Deby7, the Oracle. or Santtum San 
(form once a yeare only, Now [ will ſhew you (hryſoftomes 
ground for theſe two things that moved him to thinke, I, That 
Zachary was Eigh Prieſt, And 2. That therefore conſequently 

he muſt on the 10, of Septer, go into the Saxtium Sanftorum, 
Druſsis ON Like '$ Go ſaith thus, In Hiſtoria Hebraica 7 ohams 
: res Baptiſtes vocatirr, (Cohen vadol,) hoc eſt magans, ſacerdes: 
1. 17D que vox aque fronificat Pontificem maximum © Principem ſacer- 
' dotnns:« Therefore its probable that Zachary was Princeps Sacer- 
dati:zs, which he might be, and yet not Sacerdos maximus. For 
though theſe two words $S ACCT GO. maximus,and P 7INCePpS $Sacerdy- 
1:12 be often promiſcuouſly uled one for the other, yet the di- 
ſtindtion 15 plaine in Scripture that Princeps ſacerdotrum WW 
== 1772977 (Sar Haccohanim,) was the chiefe Prieſt only of eve- 
ry one of the 24. Claſles or Courſes of Prieſts , and {0 its 
licely that Zachary was the Prince of the Prieſts, of his eighth 
courle of Abbia. But Sacerd?s maximns Or Poatifex, 1s he that 
is Head of all the 24. Claſles and Orders of Prieſts, which Zz- 

chary was not. For theſe realons, 

Firſt, becauſe he is called, Lzker.5, [.*:ivs ris] Aa cer- 
;aine Prieſt, therefore not Ponrifex maxim; for had it been 
; ccrtainc 


| 7 | 
certaine that Zachary had been High Prieft, Zake wou'd haveſo 
tiled him, and not have ſpoken. uncertainly of a certaine and 
known dignity in the Pronoune indefinite, [ ms, quidam |] 
which indefinite Pronoune, [';;] he preſently defines, faying 
Of the conrſe of Abbia, ſo v.8. Its ſaid of Zachary, that while 
he executed the Prieſts office before God, And St, Luke doth not 


ſtile him with the High-Prieſts office; which title of dignity 


to omit, had been an mdignity offered by St, Lake to Za- 
chary. | | 


Secondly, for that itis ſaid, wv. 8, that his Lot was to burne 


zncenſe when he went into the T emple of the Lord, And v. 11. 
that there appeared an Angel to Lachary, ſtanding on the right ſide 
of the Altar of Tncenſe.For theſe two reafons Chry/oſtom & Arias 
think Zachary to be an High-Prieſt, whereas ail Jews know, 
that the Caraleſtich, Table and Altar of Incenſe were without 
the SauGtum Sanftorums, (not within as they ſuppoſe,) and ther- 
fore being placed without, they were daily gone nnto by 
Zachary and other facrificers in their courſes, And thus much 


of (hryſoftome's and Arias Montanu grounds, no ſolider then 
an Irith Quagmire co trult to. 


Thirdly, Mr. Broughton faith that there was an Old Record 
1n Greek found at Rome, (as the Romaniſts ſay but it is not now 
extant to be fhewed,) that mentioneth Zachary to have miniſtred in 
the ſeventh moneth, And thus all error cometh from Rowe, that 
bitterStarre, #/orme-woog, caſt into the fountains of the Scri- 
ptures and Vniverſities, to corrupt and b;trer them , not to 
better them,as Moſes tree did the waters of bitter 2arah, Now 
I will adde after Confutation ofthe error, a probable Confirma- 
210n of the truth, | 

The Rabbines in HMidraſh Rabba conclude, that the Meſſias: 
” uſe be born in the moneth #ithanim or Tiſri, that is-in Septem, 

:he month of ſtrengths, full of feaſts, to teach of the Meſſias, 
And fo agreeably we find in Moſes that the three chiefe Anniver- 
lary Feaſts do foretell and tyPifie out Chriſt's times, 

1. TheirPaſſeover,and our Eaſter prefiguring his death,fals out 
ftly in the firſt moneth tor redemption from. Egypr, and of our 
r:demption by Chriſt, 

2, Their Feaſt of Weeks, or harveſt, fifty dayes after the Paſſc- 
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over, or joy of the law,when the fire of the Law was piven I/raet: 7 
jamps with ourPexrecoſt or Whitſontide,when the fiery law of the 


ſpirit was .given by Jeſus 1n cloven tongues, Afs 2, 

3, The feaſt of dwelling in Tabernacles on the 15. of Septems- 
ber, for eight dayes; Is ſuicable to our Lords pitching in the Ta- 
bernacle of his fleſh amongitus, or his Nativity in Seprem, the 
firſt moneth after the Creation. The feaſt of joyfull meditation 
of Gods dwelling in the cloud amonglt 1ſrae!, is a memoriall 


_ of Chriſt dwelling in the fleſh with ns, Tohn 1,14. Ard the 


Word Was made fleſh, aud he pitched his Tabernacle amon 
%. $0 in 1XKingss. 2, this is plainly typified, Solomon 
brings the eLrke and T aberracle into the Temple, in the ſe- 
venth moneth called-/£rhanim or September, moneth of ſtrength 
and fruits, and the Chernbims ſpread their wings over the Ark, 
This Arke and Tabernacle was the type of the Ark and T aber= 
»acle of Chriſts body : The bringing in of this Tabernacle into 
the Temple, the coming of Chriſt into the world, in the Temple 
of Zarobabel, under which he was borne , preached, and 
wrought miracles. And the Cherubims arc che Angels, ſpread. 
ing their wings of Prate&ion over him, praclayming him (ing- 
ing at his birth, And this was in the moneth -£:har;m or Sep- 
tember, (the moneth of ſtrengths, or fruits and feaſts,) wherein 
Chriſt was borne, bringing ſtrength, and fruits of righteouſneſle 
into the world, 

And thus having ſhewed your Honour the ſweet Harmony 
between the type and the thing rypified: the feaſt of Taberacles in 


September, and Chriſt in the ſame time pitching in this Taber- 


zacle of his fleſh,amangſt us;TheConcent between the hiſtory and 
the myſtery, I conclude with that of the Apoſtle, Great is the 
myſtery of Godlineſſe, God-manifeſt is the fleſh For the trug Cal- 
culation of the monthes Conſult with J{unſters Calendarinn 
Hebraecum, 


FINIS. 


